
 

 

 
Your ref:EN010117 /PINS registration ID: 20045175 

Our ref: SM/Rampion2 DCO Deadline 6 

 
Lead Member of the Examining Authority 
- Richard Allen 
National Infrastructure Planning 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol 
BS1 6P 

 
Via E-Mail to:  

rampion2@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 

National Highways 
Bridge House 
Walnut Tree Close 
Guildford 
GU1 4LZ 

 

1 August 2024 

 

Dear Mr Allen, 
 
Deadline 6 Submissions of National Highways 
Application by Rampion Extension Development Limited 
for an Order granting Development for the Rampion 2 Offshore Wind Farm 
Planning Inspectorate Reference Number: EN010117 

 
Please find attached to this letter National Highways Deadline 5 Response. 
set out in the Appendices listed below: 

 
• Appendix 1:  National Highways Final Closing Statement including comment 

on the SoCG and Principal Areas of Disagreement 

• Appendix 2: Comments on the Applicant’s Deadline 5 Submissions – the draft 
Development Consent Order submitted at Deadline 5 and the Provisions for the 
Protection of National Highways 

• Appendix 3: Provisions for the Protection of National Highways (tracked changes 
to Protective Provisions submitted by the Applicant at Deadline 5) 

 
National Highways has engaged with the Applicant’s various technical advisors but 

due to staff sickness is unfortunately unable to provide the Examination  Authority with 

an update on the Statement of Common Ground and Principal Areas of Disagreement.  

National Highways offers its apologies to the Examining Authority and will provide an  

update for the Examining Authority before close of Examination.  

 

Regarding the Provisions for the Protection of National Highways, these are still not 

agreed although significant progress has been made.  

 

National Highways continues to remain willing to resolve the outstanding matters and 

will continue to work with the Applicant and other relevant parties. 

 
If the Examining Authority require further clarification, please contact Sarah Marshall  

ationalhighways.co.uk 
 



 

Yours sincerely 

 
Sarah Marshall 
Head of Planning & Highways Legal Team (South) 
Senior Lawyer, Legal Services 

 
Enc. 
 



 





 

 

Part B 
 

Questions directed at others but with regards National Highways wish to comment: 

 

 
National Highways Response 
National Highways is discussing the practicalities of identifying and mitigating, any 
expected future impacts on the SRN. At 9 July 2024, National Highways is awaiting 
further details on the likely numbers, flows and timing of construction traffic. For 
example, whether all or any of the cable drum vehicles will classed as abnormal 
loads (if so the abnormal loads will be dealt with under National Highways Abnormal 
Loads process). National Highways needs to ensure it has sufficient information to 
ensure the Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan contains sufficient 
information and governance to avoid any risks to the safety or operational of the 
strategic road network; for example, mention is made of construction traffic needing 
to undertake a U-turn at SRN junctions which would place highway users at risk. 
Any impacts on the SRN and proposed mitigation must therefore be agreed by 



 

National Highways. 
 

 

APPENDIX 2 
 

Deadline 5 Submissions of National Highways 
Application by Rampion Extension Development Limited for an Order granting 

Development for the Rampion 2 Offshore Wind Farm 
Planning Inspectorate Reference Number: EN010117 

Comments on the RIES 

National Highways has no comment on the RIES. 



 

 

APPENDIX 3 
 

Deadline 5 Submissions of National Highways 
Application by Rampion Extension Development Limited for an Order granting 

Development for the Rampion 2 Offshore Wind Farm 
Planning Inspectorate Reference Number: EN010117 

 
Comments on the Applicant’s second update to the draft DCO 

Draft Development Consent Order (tracked changes) Date: June 2024 Revision E 
 

1. The Applicant’s second update to the draft DCO (tracked changes) June 2024 
Revision E does not incorporate any of National Highways’ changes to the 
draft DCO (including the Provisions for the Protection of National Highways) 
submitted for Deadline 4 [REP4-139]. 

2. The Applicant’s second update to the draft DCO does not include National 
Highways amendments to Articles 11(8) and 15 (6). 

3. The Applicant accepts they are a statutory undertaker and National Highways 
submits that there is no justification for compulsory acquisition of rights of the 
SRN or land in the ownership of National Highways as the Applicant has 
statutory rights to put in apparatus under the New Roads and Streetworks Act 
1991 (‘NRSWA’). The Legal Opinion of Ruth Stockley KC dealing with the 
application of the NRSWA was submitted to Examination at Deadline 4 [REP4- 
139]. 

4. If the Examining Authority is not minded to agree to National Highways 
submission regarding the Applicant’s rights to undertake work under the 
NRSWA 1991  National Highways would ask that the draft Development 
Consent Order includes the Provisions for the Protection of National 
Highways submitted at Deadline 4 [REP4- 139]. The tracked changes draft 
DCO submitted at Deadline 4 ensures the protection of the SRN and rights of 
National Highways. 

5. National Highways is prepared to continue to work with the Applicant on the 
draft Protective Provisions submitted at Deadline 4 in order to seek to provide 
agreed Protective Provisions to the Examining Authority before close of 
Examination. 



 

APPENDIX 4 
 

Deadline 5 Submissions of National Highways 
Application by Rampion Extension Development Limited for an Order granting 

Development for the Rampion 2 Offshore Wind Farm 
Planning Inspectorate Reference Number: EN010117 

 
 

Comments on the Applicant’s second update to the Land Rights Tracker 
Compulsory acquisition Land rights Tracker (tracked changes) Date: June 2024 

Revision D 
 
National Highways is not prepared to agree to acquisition of land rights in respect of the 
SRN as the acquisition of rights is not considered necessary provided the Provisions for 
the Protection of National Highways submitted for Deadline 4 [REP4-139] are included 
in the draft DCO and due the application of the NRSWA. 





APPENDIX 6 

Deadline 5 Submissions of National Highways 
Application by Rampion Extension Development Limited for an Order granting 

Development for the Rampion 2 Offshore Wind Farm 
Planning Inspectorate Reference Number: EN010117 

 

 

Completed and Signed Statements of Common Ground 
 
 
National Highways has agreed an updated version of the Statement of Common 
Ground with the Applicant on 9 July 2024 which is attached. 
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1.1 Background 

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared between Rampion 
Extension Development Ltd (RED) (hereafter referred to as ‘the Applicant’) and 
National Highways to set out the areas of agreement and disagreement between 
the two parties in relation to the proposed Development Consent Order (DCO) 
application for the Rampion 2 Offshore Wind Farm (hereafter referred to as 
“Rampion 2” or “the Proposed Development”). 

1.1.2 The need for a SoCG between the Applicant and National Highways was set out 
within Rule 6 letter issued by the Examining Authority Inspectorate on 20 
September 2023 [PD-006].  In this letter the Examining Authority requested that 
Interested Parties, such as the National Highways, submit Principal Areas of 
Disagreement Statements (PADS) where the Interested Party: ‘holds a substantive 
concern or concerns with the Proposed Development’.  

1.1.3 This SoCG is intended to cover all topics where agreement is sought between the 
Applicant and National Highways and covers the topics split by discipline as 
detailed in the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) for the applicant. 

1.1.4 This SoCG has been prepared in accordance with the ‘Planning Act 2008: 
Guidance for the examination of applications for development consent’ 
(Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG), 2015 (hereby 
referred to as ‘DCLG guidance’). 

1.1.5 Following detailed discussions undertaken through pre-application consultation, 
the Applicant and National Highways have sought to progress a SoCG. It is the 
intention that this document provides the Planning Inspectorate with a clear 
overview of the level of common ground between both parties. This document will 
facilitate further discussions between the Applicant and National Highways and will 
be updated as discussions progress during the Examination. 

 

1.2 Approach to SoCG 

1.2.1 This SoCG has been developed during both the pre-examination phase and the 
Examination phase of Rampion 2. National Highways issued their relevant 
representations [RR-248] and Principal Areas of Disagreement [AS-009] which 
covers the topics and points of discussion. The SoCG makes reference to other 
submission documents that set out, in greater detail, the discussions that have 
taken place between National Highways and the Applicant. These documents are: 

 

• Consultation Report [APP-027]; 

• Planning Statement [APP-036]; 

• Evidence Plan [APP-243 to APP-253]; and 
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• The ‘Consultation’ section included within relevant chapters of the 
Environmental Statement [APP-042 to APP-072]. 

1.2.2 The SoCG is structured as follows: 

• Section 1: Introduction: Outlining the background to the development of the 
SoCG; 

• Section 2: National Highway’s role with respect to the SoCG: Describing 
the main areas of discussion within the SoCG and a summary of consultation 
to date; 

• Section 3: Agreement/Disagreement Log: A record of the positions of the 
Applicant alongside those of National Highways as related to the topics of 
discussion and the status on those positions. 

 

1.3 The Proposed Development 

1.3.1 The Applicant is developing the Rampion 2 Offshore Wind Farm Project (Rampion 
2) located adjacent to the existing Rampion Offshore Wind Farm Project 
(‘Rampion 1’) in the English Channel. 

1.3.2 Rampion 2 will be located between 13km and 26km from the Sussex Coast in the 
English Channel and the offshore array area will occupy an area of approximately 
160km2. 

1.3.3 The key offshore elements of the Proposed Development will be as follows: 

• up to 90 offshore wind turbine generators (WTGs) and associated foundations; 

• blade tip of the WTGs will be up to 325m above Lowest Astronomical Tide 
(LAT) and will have a 22m minimum air gap above Mean High Water Springs 
(MHWS); 

• inter-array cables connecting the WTGs to up to three offshore substations; 

• up to two offshore interconnector export cables between the offshore 
substations; 

• up to four offshore export cables each in its own trench, will be buried under 
the seabed within the final cable corridor; and 

• the export cable circuits will be High Voltage Alternating Current (HVAC), with 
a voltage of up to 275kV. 

1.3.4 The key onshore elements of the Proposed Development will be as follows: 

• a single landfall site near Climping, Arun District, connecting offshore and 
onshore cables using Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) installation 
techniques; 

• buried onshore cables in a single corridor for the maximum route length of up 
to 38.8km using: 

 trenching and backfilling installation techniques; and 

 trenchless and open cut crossings. 
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• A new onshore substation, proposed near Cowfold, Horsham District, which 
will connect to an extension to the existing National Grid Bolney substation, 
Mid Sussex, via buried onshore cables; and 

• extension to and additional infrastructure at the existing National Grid Bolney 
substation, Mid Sussex District to connect Rampion 2 to the national grid 
electrical network. 

1.3.5 A full description of the Proposed Development is provided in Chapter 4: The 
Proposed Development, Volume 2 of the ES [APP-045]. 
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2. National Highways Remit 
 

 

 
 

2.1 Introduction 

2.1.1 National Highways is the government owned company which operates, maintains 
and improves the Strategic Road Network (‘SRN’) as the strategic highway 
company appointed under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act (2015) and in 
accordance with the Licence1 issued by the Secretary of State for Transport. 

2.1.2 National Highways is a statutory consultee to the planning process. It has a 
specific obligation to deliver economic growth through the provision of a safe and 
reliable SRN, in line with the provisions set out in DfT Circular 01/2022: The 
strategic road network and the delivery of sustainable development. 

2.1.3 National Highways has particular concerns and requirements in the vicinity of the 
A27 between Arundel and Worthing: 

• The route is prepared to pass under the A27 in the area known as Hammerpot, 
east of Arundel, Sussex which has safety and operational implications for the 
SRN. 

• Traffic attracted to, generated by or routed or rerouted as a result of the 
proposals which has potential implications for the SRN. 

• The construction, operation or maintenance of a site (construction/ compound/ 
permanent) associated with the project adjacent to or in close proximity to the 
SRN which is expected to have an impact on the SRN. 

• The construction, operation or maintenance of a site (construction/ compound/ 
permanent) associated with the project adjacent to or in close proximity to the 
SRN has implications for the SRN. 

• Part of the SRN has been included in the red line boundary and is referred to in 
the book of reference. There is a need to safeguard National Highways 
interests with regards to compulsory acquisition proposals or proposals 
concerning the acquisition of other rights. 

• There is a need to ensure National Highways interests as the Strategic 
Highway Authority area safeguarded in the DCO including via the imposition of 
Protective Provisions, Requirements or other appropriate and/or relevant legal 
agreements. 

2.1.4 The SoCG covers topics of the DCO application of relevance to National 
Highways, comprising: 

• Protective Provisions and Safeguarding; 

• Construction Details; and 

• Traffic and Transport. 
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Final Statement of Commonality of Statements of Common Ground 
 
No comment from National Highways as this is a matter for the Applicant. 
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Deadline 4 Submissions of National Highways 
Application by Rampion Extension Development Limited for an Order granting 

Development for the Rampion 2 Offshore Wind Farm 
Planning Inspectorate Reference Number: EN010117 

 

 

 

 

Any further information requested by the ExA under Rule 17 
of The Infrastructure Planning (Examination Procedure) Rules 2010 

 
National Highways has not received any Rule 17 requests for further information from 
the Examining Authority. 
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Comments on any further information/submissions received by Deadline 4 
 
1) Applicant’s Post-hearing submission - Issue Specific Hearing 2 Date: June 

2024 
 
National Highways’ comments on the Applicant’s submission for Issue Specific Issue 
Hearing 2 June 2024 is set out below; 

 
a) Submission of additional information to National Highways regarding traffic 

management on the A283 and its potential impacts on the Strategic Road 
Network. 

 
National Highways received some information from the Applicant. However, it was 
anticipated that further information (the LinSig capacity assessments in the 
Michelgrove and Tolmare Farm Traffic Management Strategy) would be received but 
have not yet arrived. National Highways would require more information on the 
proposed rerouting from the A283 to the A24/ A27. 

 
b) Submission to National Highways of an Road Safety Audit (‘RSA’) in 

connection with the proposed A27 Hammerpot Compound access. 
 

National Highways instructed the appointed audit team to carry out an audit for the 
proposed A27 Hammerpot Compound Access Scheme (Accesses A-21 and A-22) 
on 11 June 2024. National Highways confirms the audit has taken place and awaits 
the completed RSA report from the Applicant. 



 

 

 

2) Applicant’s Mid Examination Progress Tracker Date: June 2024 Rev D 
 

 

 
National Highways comments on the Applicant’s mid examination tracker are 
set out below; 
(a) No comment on the items marked green. 
(b) Comment on the amber items are set out below; 

• National Highways is awaiting construction traffic details from the 
Applicant to be included in the updated  OCTMP. 




